BLOOD CULTURE COLLECTION TIMELINE
Every Step Matters. Every Time.

Follow this sequence for every blood culture to reduce contamination and improve patient outcomes.
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40 Common Errors to Avoid

—Q Best Practice Reminders

® Collect 2 sets of blood cultures ® Document collection time and site

® Using expired or cloudy bottles °
® Skipping hand hygiene

® Touching the site after cleaning
or dry completely °

® Using one swab for both bottle

Delaying blood collection until after
antibiotics (if avoidable)

Underfilling bottles
Forgetting to mix bottles

Delaying transport to the lab

from separate venipuncture sites.

® Avoid unnecessary blood °
culture collection.

accurately.

When in doubt, ask your Infection
Prevention Team!

Your attention to every step helps ensure accurate results,
appropriate treatment, and better patient outcomes.
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